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Wards constructive peacemaking. 


The following candidates, to whom all 
“aders of Peace News are urged to give 
“em the fullest possible support, are: 


po PFRANK HANCOCK (Woolwich East) 


nd that 3 thie 
iunched bY ti 
tockpile of 4° 


. m or : as ; 

a the lJ Standing as Independent Socialist against 
' told that hu nest Bevin, prospective Labour can- 
h and Ameri! | didate, R. Palme Dutt, Communist and 


4. B. Campbell, Conservative. 


PRED BARTON (Newcastle C’tral.) ILP 
SOBERT DUNCAN (Glasgow, Bridgeton) 


ILP 
Tom COLYER (Lewisham South) 


ILP 
AVID GIBSON (Glasgow, Shettleston), 


RAN CARRADICE (Burnley) ILP 
HYs DAVIES (Westhoughton) Labour 


dn addition, support is asked for the 
lowing Labour candidates who are paci- 


we hes: Emrys Hughes (South Ayrshire), 
lives may ste )-*8inald Sorensen (Leyton). Sybil Morri- 
hat of the It . n, PPU Campaign organiser is support- 
a?~—s Have t ug Emyrs Hughes with a weekend speak- 


Mz tour of his constituency. 

F pStuart Morris, General Secretary of the 

/ face Pledge Union writes: 

he | tq though most Labour Party members of 
Mac, PPU have felt an increasing disappoint- 

€nt about Labour’s foreign policy, there 


ings: a 
nan bea The Many who believe that it would not be 
or the evi ‘ght for the PPU to put up independent 
e the in “ndidates in opposition to the official 


MOminees of the Labour Party. 


Co-operation with other bodies 


i The National Council, therefore, decided 
meek the co-operation of other organisa- 

NS in securing support for any candidate 
ho felt it right to stand on a no-more-war 


Dolic 


>» weapon * 4 
ere was BY ing 
Perhaps recide 
bry wilt Gee 


ts of GFT by y and who would endorse a minimum 
eae the iis p yeramme. 
erhaps 3% Unfortunately all but one of the other 
jomb” t Anisations invited found it impossible to 
js alre® “erate, even in such a limited plan. 
yer cou Pouctt, however, from this difference of 
stating, 3 Mion about putting up candidates, there 
liabolica ipeeneral agreement upon the need of 
mbs are ®ssing the vital importance of foreign 
re can tens” in the forthcoming Election and of 
iasg. killin Mding all candidates and electors alike 


e fact that any domestic policy is 

Md to fail unless the new Government 

,erepared to adopt those policies which 

ii q “sential if peace is to be established 
Maintained. 


J Slunteers wanted 


1 All readers of Peace News are urged to 
Port the seven “ No-more-war” candi- 
8s listed above as far as possible (a) 
“Neially and (b) by personal assistance. 


ill those who live in or near any of the 


‘[Xtaschutzki and Gregg 
fo speak in London 


ag" world famous pacifists are to 
tu, Meetings in London during their 
MN."ey home from the World Pacifist 

Ing in India. Full details of the 
Nes are to be found in the Diary on 
five and on page six. 


RINZ KRASCHUTZKI, German Coun- 

p hay cu Member of the War Resisters’ Inter- 

me eit Ye al, worked against the Nazi regime in 
P Mer in 1933 until his life was in 

Pyne 2d he had to make a last minute 

ri 2to Spain. After the Spanish Civil 
Moke out he was arrested (in 1937) 
dured nine years’ imprisonment in 


a | 
ped up ref 

ntry> 
cou tra 


Uh, 


We, fore the WRI finally secured his 
i, “Ase aaah 4 
Bend he was able to rejoin his family 


By cbtained a post as a lecturer in His- 
Ne 4 college in the Russian-occupied 
tttic ermany, whilst living in the 
Mch "1 Sector of Berlin! This work he 


e 


1; th, Jovyed but he was relieved of his 
RIC! hi,” the Russian authorities because his 
LE & of history was not acceptable. He 

K : faching in a prison for young 
(950y, im the U.S. Sector of Berlin. 


«, author of “ The Power 
ence” is to address the Peace 
in Lon’s Non-violence Group which 
She.-°"don on Saturday, Jan. 28, at 
2 , hard House. 
P ey Teo : ‘ S 
4 mbers ting is for Peace Pledge Union 
© tents, °2ly, who must notify the Group 
ri 4 fy Avie tts: Kthel Lewis, The Manse, | 


Mry, Bucks., of their iniention/ 
4s accommodation’ is limited. 


Peace issue at the Election 


JQUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR 
CANDIDATES 


EVEN candidates have so far endorsed the Peace Pledge Union’s 
minimum programme outlined on the leaflets illustrated below. 

The leaflets are intended to serve as the basis of questions which it 
hoped will be put to every candidate throughout the country and also 
“3 a reminder to all electors of the importance of their own attitude 


» 4 


important the domestic 
policies of the rival parties, the suc- 
cess of any will depend on the ability 
of the new government to make and 
keep the peace. 


ASK YOUR CANDIDATE 


However 


) 


c 
DOES HE SUPPORT 


\ L—A declaration of neutrality as the 
immediate and permanent policy for Great 
Britain, 

2.—The policy of universal disarmament— 
and if necessary of unilateral disarmament 
of Great Britain. 


3.—The immediate abolition of conscription. 


4.—The establishment of a Ministry of Peace 
responsible to Parliament for constructive 
peace making. 


5.—The immediate granting of 


complete 
freedom to all colonial peoples. 


6,—The extension of full human liberty within 
a planned economy. 


For War-Resistance and World-Community 
na January 20, 1950 — - 


These PPU Election leaflets are 

obtainable from Dick Sheppard House, 

6 Eydsleigh Street, W.C.1. for distribu- 

tion from door-to-door or outside 
Election meetings. 


above constituencies 


canvassing, ete.? 


The PPU is opening a special Election 
Fund to which generous contributions are 
All earmarked contributions will 
be passed on to the candidate concerned, 
and the balance of the fund will be used 
tor the support of the candidates aegeping 
0 
Contributions should 


invited. 


the minimum programme and in need 
financial assistance. 
be sent to Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 
“From the Constituencies ” 
See page five. 


1 please volunteer at 
once to give as much help as possible in 


-THREEPENCE 


ELEVEN COUNTRIES MAY 
HAVE PEACE ARMIES 


“An effective alternative to armed defence’’ 


ACIFIST leaders from eleven countries have formed an Internationa] 


Liaison Committee and will explore the possibility of forming Peace 
Army Units in their respective countries. 


In a statement endorsed by a number of 
members at the World Pacifist Meeting in 
India they declare: 

“Tt is obvious that pacifism cannot be 

a complete answer to militarism unless 

we are able to show an effective alter- 

native to armed defence. The Atomic 

Age is proving the futility of military 

protection. It is therefore, necessary to 

organise defence based on non-violence 
which admits of no defeat.” 


Disciplined volunteers needed 


In proposing that a serious sustained 
attempt be made to set up Units in different 
countries they are calling for individuals 
who have “ full faith in the superiority of 

eee and moral force over violent 
methods and are prepared to discipline 
their own lives for becoming true 
Satyagrahis. 


“Unlike military forces,” the statement 
continues, “the Peace Armies will be fully 
active during peacetime, tackling the roots 
of violence in social, economic, educational 
and administrative spheres. 


“They will not quietly wait for a confla- 
gration to break out, but will, from day. to 
day, try to create conditions which would 
nip conflict in the bud. 


Resisting an invader 


“Technique will include non-violent re- 
sistance to the invader, complete non-co- 
operation with the forces of ‘occupation’ 
or aggression, but an attitude of human 
understanding towards the invading soldier, 
as hapless individuals caught in a military 
machine. 


“ This is the barest outline of the scheme 
of Non-violent Defence,” the subscribers to 
the statement declare. They point out that 


organisation and technique will have to be 
conducted in different countries and under 
different situations, but that on the success 
of such a plan rests the ultimate hove of 
mankind for world peace and brotherhood. 


Programme for Non-violent Resistance. 
See page two. 


March 12, 1948. 
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“This Icoks a likely spot” 


IN SEARCH OF LAND FOR FOOD PRODUCTION 


“Ritchie Calder, is going (on a UNESCO Mission) into the deserts which 
swallowed up the civilisations of the past. 


struggle to save and reclaim the fertile soil of the world from the relentless 
encroachment of the desert.”—News Chronicle, Jan, 11, 1950, 


“War Office wants one-tenth of Wales, 


To work on 
Peace Army Project 


MICHAEL SCOTT, South Africa (for 
present England), Member of the Angli- 
can Pacifist Fellowship. 

HEINZ KRASCHUTZKI, Germany. War 
Resisters’ International. 

HENRI ROSER, France. 
Reconciliation. 

A. C. BARRINGTON, New Zealand. 
Christian Pacifist Society. 

DIDERICH LUND, Norway. WRI. 

RENE BOVARD, Switzerland. 

SVEN ERIK RYBERG, Sweden. 

RICHARD GREGG, USA. FoR. 

A. J. MUSTE, USA. FoR and WRI. 

JOHN FAULDING, Australia. FoR. 

RIRI NAKAYAMA, Japan. 

DONALD GROOM, RALPH KEITHAHN, 
G. RAMCHANDRAN, India. 

S. N. AGARWAL, India. Govindaram Sek- 
saria Commerce College, Wardha, CP. 


Those interested in the Peace Army project 
are invited to contact the committee 
member nearest their own country or 
with S. N. Agarwal in India at the above 
address, enclosing an international reply 
coupon. Many of the members have not 
yet returned to their home countries. 


SATYAGRAHA ? 


I ITERALLY, the word means insistance 

di and reliance on Truth or Soul-force. 
A Satyagrahi is a person who prepares 
himself for Satyagraha, These two words 
have been chosen because they were 
coined and made current by Mahatma 
Gandhi, and there seem to be no other 
words which could adequately take their 
place. The words “Peace Army,” 
although raising many. objections, most 
nearly convey the idea to the “ man-in- 
the-street”” in the West who is unfamitiar 
with Gandhi's teachings and activities. 


Fellowship of 


. . « He is to write . .. about the 


Evicts Farmers."—Peace News, 


) 


‘in which nations live 


2° January 20, 1950 


PEACE NEWS 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


Stamford Hill 2262 


Available from Newsagents and Bookstalls, 
or direct from the above address. 


POSTAL SUBSCRIFTION RATES 
Gt. Britain Abroad 


Three months 4d. 88. 10d. 
Six menths 8d. 7s. % 
Twelve months 6d. lds. 4d. 


FEAR 


HE American Government is now 

facing the most momentous 
decision in the atom bomb contro- 
versy since Hiroshima. 


Blind, purposeless scientific pro- 
gress has taken another leap ahead 
of human reason and moral judg- 
ment, increasing its former lead by 
several lengths. 


In other words, the Truman Adminis- 
tration has to decide whether or not to go 
ahead with the production of the new 
hydrogen-type of atom bomb. 


% 


The present issue is not essentially dif- 
ferent from the old one but it is certainly 
an intensification of it which makes speedy 
decision more urgent. 


The power of this weapon would far sur- 
pass that of the latest atom bomb. It in- 
troduces a new category of destructiveness 
so vast as to dispense with the need for 
comparisons and estimates. For any at- 
tempt at such estimates would lead not to 
mathematical speculation but into sheer 
nightmare. 


The urgency of a decision js officially ad- 
mitted because Russia and other countries 
are believed to have the necessary techni- 
cal knowledge. 


_ Yet the committee which has been study- 
ing the desirability of the project since 
October is understood to be mainly in 
favour of recommending the Government to 
undertake it. That news is not yet con- 
firmed, so we must not yet finally conclude 
that the committee has gone insane, nor, 
if it has, that the U.S. Government is 
similarly afflicted. 


The experts inform us that the principle 
of the hydrogen-type bomb precludes any 
possibility that its power could be harnessed 
and controlled for industrial. purposes. 
Therefore if the US Government does go 
ahead with the project it can only be on 


‘grounds of “ military security.” 


*% 


The word security has now finally vacated 
the dictionary where it has dwelt so long 
and has come to mean the exact opposite. 
Henceforth, wherever English is spoken, 
for “security ” read “ fear.” 


Yet it is still presumed that this state 
of increasing terror of their own safeguards 
is somehow more 
tolerable than their abolition. 


We have reached another test of that 
ancient argument that the more terrible 
weapons become the better, for men will be 
afraid to use them. 


So far, like its twin-fallacy—“If you 
want peace prepare for war ’—it has been 
proved wrong every time for thousands of 
years. 


_ We-do not know how old the argument 
is. It ig recorded that when Archimedes saw 
a newly-invented Sicilian catapult which 
would kill at 400 yards he said, “ The only 
thing we have now to fear, is fear.” 


_ That was about 250 BC. About the same 

time Archidamus, King of Sparta, setting 
eyes on the same super-weapon, is reported 
to have exclaimed, “ Alas, true valour has 
gone for ever!” Both lads were right, and 
both have been ignored ever since. The 
fear that Archimedes feared has now 
become a moral paralysis. 


* 


But the argument is not yet finally dis- 
proved, It may be finally tested within the 
present year. It is at least true, for the 
first time, that Governments are now really 
afraid of using their weapons. The only 
question remaining is whether they have 
enough common sanity and moral courage 
to be guided by a fear which is human and 
reasonable and do away with the weapons. 


For Britain to remain supine and inactive 
while this question (which affects this 
country more than America) is decided over 
its head is degrading. It would indicate 
something like the abandonment of the 
will to live. It would express a degree of 
fatalism which is simply beneath human 
dignity. 


'The argument for Britain’s unilateral 
disarmament grows daily stronger. 


| Commentary 


'He wants a clean fight 


HE Archbishop of Canterbury 

has published an appeal for 
reasoned judgment, fairness and the 
test of Christian principles during 
the Election. 


It will, however, probably be the most 
rancorous election for at least a lifetime, 
for the class war has now reached one of 
its most bitter phases, owing to the fact 
that the two sides to the conflict have now 
reached something like equality and the 
former stronger side is in revolt. 


Politics does not suddenly improve its 
manners because there’s an election on, and 
this election will merely intensify the tone 
of the controversy of the past four years, 
during which we have witnessed one of the 
most unscrupulous Press campaigns in the 
history of British journalism. 


Who wants facts? 


Politics is not a matter of detached, 

objective judgement, but of passion, 
bias, prejudice, deepest loyalties and funda- 
mental principles. Mere facts have little 
effect except on the wobbler, though because 
wobblers are numerous facts are worth 
repeating. 

The person of conviction votes for the 
Party which he thinks is nearest in line 
with his own picture of social life, his own 
principles or his own interests. He will see 


! 
that faith, even if it appears that “we 


what facts he wants to see and ignore the 
others. If you produce facts to prove that 
a statement he has made is incorrect you 
may silence him but you will not neces- 
sarily convince him. He will only go on 
looking for others which you cannot dis- 
prove. It needs an enormous bombardment 
of facts to make the slightest dent in faith 
or conviction. 


Believing is seeing 


WHETHER or not faith removes moun- 

tains, it certainly plays equally re- 
markable tricks with visible and tangible 
matter. 


Two men will closely observe the safie 
social phenomena, the same people, the same 


MPHE following is the first half of a docu- 
ment drawn up by A. J. Muste, who 
has just returned from the Indian World 
Pacifist Meeting, as a Draft Manifesto or 
Programme for Non-violence units. Its 
purpose, he says, is to stimulate discus- 
sion in the pacifist movement. The need 
for some such comprehensive statement 
has recently been impressed upon him 
especially by young people who say they 
are handicapped, particularly in their 
dealings with youth, by the lack of any 
such document. 


streets, even the same official reports on 
public health, standards of living and 
economic progress. One will see a ®- 
markable national resurgence, a_ higher 
standard of health, a more general sense of 
personal happiness and independence and 
an historic record of ecanomic achievement. 
The other will see a nation unhappy and 
frustrated, cowed, by tyranny and weakened 
by malnutrition, and the wheels of industry 
grinding to a standstill. 


Whoever said that seeing is believing had 
never been out of doors. 


The test of faith 


QF all the utterances which have come 

out of the present controversy the one 
which has perhaps shocked most people by 
its apparent inhumanity and callous in- 
difference to vital facts is—‘‘ There is no 
general world food shortage.” 


Yet it is possible that some of the people 
who make this utterance are well- 
intentioned and humane, good parents, kind 
to animals and servants, and would be quite 
upset at the thought of crowds of starving 
foreign children. 


They talk like that because of their burn- 
ing faith and profound devotion to funda- 
mental principles. They know that the 
very existence of a Socialist (sic) Govern- 
ment is a violation of divine law and a 
calamity of cosmic magnitude comparable 
only to the original revolt of Lucifer, and 
that therefore whatever evils befall the 
country must somehow, if only the whole 
truth were revealed, be ultimately traced 
to it. 


Socialism is that which, by the laws of 
nature, cannot possibly work. If, therefore, 
a world food shortage would throw any 
doubt upon the inevitabihty of that failure 
by shifting its cause, then clearly there 
cannot, there must not, be such a thing as a 
world food shortage. 


Politics ig a matter not of the brain but 
of the heart. 


On which the sun... ete. 


ME. CHURCHILL has begun his cam- 
» paign on a characteristic note. Inter- 
viewed by reporters on his return to 
England he said we needed a new govern- 
ment so as to “put Britain back in her 
rightful place at the head of the Empire on 
which the sun never sets.” 


His meaning is not immediately apparent. 
The non-sunsettability of the Empire re- 
mains intact. Even if we regard India as 
what he calls “ lost,” the sun can still pick 
up enopgh bits of Empire on its way round 
to ensure that thev don’t all leave Tuesday 
before we’ve got through Monday night. 

But he wants Britain put back at the 


of now. He can hardly intend to annoy | 
the new Australasjan Tory Governments bY 
reducing their independence, so we can only 
conclude that what he wants is to put the 
British Raj back in India and Mr. Nehr 
back in gaol, 


Speaking as a staunch Conservative, ¥e 
hope someone will persuade Mr. Churchill 
to lay off his advocacy of Back 
Palmerston until after the Election. 


Brush up your Imperialism 


ACCORDING to the Central Opivp 
«™ Board, the Persian Government 

allowing Persian opium to leak out into the 
international drug racket. The Britis? 
Government has proposed action to rel 
force international control of that traffie 
This completes an interesting chapter ™ 


our rough island story. 
In 1840 the Opium War broke out. Suc- 
cessive Chinese Emperors had lone 


3, 
attempted, in the interests of their peoples 
moral and physical health, to stop the Li 
port of opium from India. In 184 
Emperor Tao-Kwang threatened hostile 
action against ships which smuggled it. 


But by that time the trade was the 
monopoly of the East India Co. and wa? 
worth millions. So Britain went to war 
compel China to accept the opium and ¥ 
remember where heathen got off. The 
opium trade was then leralised. 


In 1906 the Chinese Government, hopin® 
that the West had had time to grow UPr 
made another appeal. America responded 
and an international conference was called 
in 1909 which prohibited the export 
opium to any country that didn’t want it- 


All_ of which proves that Empires not 
only decline and fall but also improve thelt 
manners. We dobut if even Mr. Churchill 
would want to put Britain back at the hea 
of the opium traffic. 


Ss 


— 


The Quaker 
Peace Testimony 
The Christianity which makes war am: 


possible is a way of life which extirpate? 
or controls the dispositions that lead to wa7 


| It eradicates the seeds of war in one's da4y. 


life. It translates the beatitudes out of © 
language of a printed book into the prach© 


and spirit of a living person. 
—Conference of All Friends, 1920. 


The above ig an extract from “The 
Quaker Peace Testimony,” an antholos? 
compiled by Jos. S. Rowntree and H as 
Byles Ford and published by the Frie® 


head of something which it isn’t at the head | Peace Committee, 6d. 


A NON-VIOLENCE PROGRAMME 


O attempt to build a non-violent 

movement which is world wide 
in scope, in order to achieve a non- 
violent revolution is to undertake an 
audacious and apparently impossible 
task. But there is no alternative. 


There is now no way to avert, the spread 
of disintegration and totalitarianism and 
the catastrophe of atomic and_ biological 
war save the widespread adoption of the 
way of Truth and Non-violence. We can- 
not even retain our own integrity and our 
faith in the Gandhian way unless, in spite 
of all our difficulties and possible objections, 
we attempt the world-task. For if, as 
Gandhi says “in the face of an upheaval 
such as we are witnessing” our faith is 
indeed immovable, then we have to live up 


may produce no visible effect upon the 
course of events.” 


The Satyagraha Units constitute an in- 
ternational body established as a means to 
bind together in fellowship, mutual aid, 
study and work those in all nations, reli- 
gions, and groups who desire to strive to 
live as Satyagrahis, disciplined followers of 
Truth and non-violence. Without binding 
themselves: to an exact form of words, they 
subscribe to the statement of aims and to 
the provisions for the conduct of the move- 
ment which follows. 


Our aim is the development throughout 
the world of a Non-violent Society. We 
believe that this can be achieved only by a 
Non-violent Revolution. 


A Non-violent Society is one which 
realises social justice and brotherhood. It 
is free from exploitation, which is always 
built on violence and leads to violence. In 
the nature of the case it must be based not 
on material, but on human and _ spiritual 
values or standards. It aims at the develop- 
ment and expression of human personality. 


The struggle against exploitation 


Highly centralised industrialism which 
tends to make impersonal machine-tenders 
out of workers; exploiting monopolistic 
capitalism; various forms of exploiting and 
privileged landlordism, imperialism, and 
colonialism in their varied expressions; the 
immense disparity between the wealth of 
Western nations, and especially the United 
States, and the masses of Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America, and the economic power 
which one part of, the world thus exercises 
over another; discrimination and segrega- 
tion on racial, religious, and other grounds, 
discrimination against women in many 
parts-of the world; limitations placed upon 


By A. J. Muste 


Secretary of the American 
Fellowship of Reconciliation 


“Tt ig open to anyone to say that man 
has not been known to rise to such a height 
(as communal non-violence). But if we 
have made unexpected progress in physical 
science, why may we do less in the science 


of the soul?”’—Gandhi, 1938. 


“If we make new discoveries and wven- 
tions in the phenomenal world, must we 
declare our bankruptcy in the spiritual 
domain?”—Gandhi, 1926. 


“Satyagraha as conceived by me is a 
science in the making ... We have to make 
truth and non-violence not matters for mere 
individual practice, but for practice by 
groups, communities and nations.” —Gandhi, 
1938. 
educational opportunity and the denial of 
freedom of speech, press, assemblage, and 
religion, increasingly common over nearly 
the whole world; totalitarian political 
rezimes—all these are forms of exploita- 
tion, and therefore of violence, and tend in 
turn to breed war and collective or social 
violence. 

On the other hand, war and the war 
system constitutes a force with a certain 
dynamism of its own. It constitutes a vast 
obstacle in the way of social justice and 
progress. So long ag war continues, the 
process of centralising industry and estab- 
lishing even greater controls over all the as- 
pects of social life ‘will be speeded up. 

Furthermore, the nation-state whose 
basic and ultimate function is to advance 
its “interests”? and power as against other 
states by means of war commends the 
supreme loyalty today of the masses of men. 

Intoxicated by the pervasive spirit of 
nationalism, they build the implements of 
war with little apparent concern, although 
this means they deprive themselves and 
their children of adequate housing, educa- 
tion, and social services. _ , 

The people of all countries are increas- 
ingly sucked into the vortex of the power 
struggle between Russia and the United 
States, and largely deprived of control over 
their own destinies, even over whether they 
shall not be victims and/or executioners in 
atomic and biological war. 

The struggle for social justice and the 
struggle against war and collective violence 
are, therefore, two sides of the same _ pro- 
cess. War cannot be eliminated unless basic 
changes are instituted and beneficient social 
change on an adequate scale is impossible 
so long as war prevails. . 

All this implies that we recognise that 
our objective and task are revolutionary In 


ss t 
character. Tinkering with this or al 
piece of political, economic or eu the 
machinery will not suffice to resolve nge> 
erisis of the age. Only a drastic cha! 
such as is suggested by the terms Of 4. 
birth, conversion, revolution, can bring 
liverance and peace. 

The recourse to violence 
. +g tice 
It is understandable that the injustey 


and sufferings to which multitudes throm 
out the world are subjected shoud to 
them to desperation and dispose th f vio- 
accept the leadership of the prophets ° 
lent revolution. : self- 
The resort to violence is, howeVe*s “the 
defeating. So far from liberatiné | oir 
masses and enabling them to contro! © oy. 
own lives. violence inevitably tends ” 
centrate power in a few hands. is 
Those who control the instrumen is 
power are again separated from the 
and no longer fully representative ol 
and subject them to dictatorship: |. ond 
totalitarian state, moreover, conscriP™ ich 
exploits the masses for war purpos 
as the democratic states do. tare that 
We are equally convinced, therelor and 
we must strive for social revoluti jon 18 
that the only true and hopeful revo! 


a non-violent one. Le 
Non-expl" 


Next week: “ A Non-violent, 
ing Social Order” 


a 


P 
DON’T WRAP THEM ve 

“ FQONT wrap them up, I may sel sinstle 
in the Tube,” said an rected 
Peace News seller when he ©ol e-t0-d0, 
copies of Peace News for 40? sold 
selling last Saturday. He had al 
52 copies obtained two days 


rs 
If we had half-a-dozen more rat pear 
the time to knock at doors an 
News and the pacifist messa 
within, an extra thousand 
would soon disappear, for 
easily sold these days. 


Fifty-two copies in two days. — 
beat it, let me know—and send ¥ 
graph! 

If you can’t—save face with @ .. 
to the Forward Fund THE EDI 


Contributions since Jan. 1, 198% vaya? ’ 


te. 
Please make cheques, © 
Peace News Ltd., and address 


a 
i 


n 
ou CF 
if J prot” 


don atio" 


Accountant, Peace News, “© 
' Road, N.4. 
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ey continued to urge the Finns to 
aS recently come to light. 


fr work in the Far East. 


The following is a quotation from 
the letter 


q Tynne Vatanen, a missionary from 
“nland who was here before the war, has 
Mst come back to Bhamo with a story of 
© courage and faith from the dark days 
the Russians invaded her little 


1 In Finland, as in other countries, the 
ligious leaders were asked to support the 
A group in the Pentecostal Church 
"used. ‘rheir reasons: the New Testa- 
pent, as they read it, taught that God is 
pither of all men, good and evil; that 
purist died for Russian sinners as well as 
Mnish. They believed God intended them 
hunvetcome evil by good, and that it was 
Thar to change evil men than to kill them. 
b €y were sure that the love of God could 
it. hew hearts into the most brutal men, 

Only the evil men could see that love 
*tualiy at work. 


Ul their money on guns 


ie 
w 


m It was no easier to make such a testi- 
Yor” in Finland than in any other country. 
fast Finns, as most Americans, claimed 
Ith in God, but they put their money on 
funs. Public opinion in 1940, backed 
y the advice of many wise and good 
Biers. held that bullets were safer than 

les. The Bible readers were therefore 
Surprised when their neighbours called 
oo traitors and cowards. They found 
th were no longer welcome in_ their 
of uches, so they formed a new one. Many 

their old friends turned against them. 


ree the end more than three hundred 
y tors and other leaders of the church 
*nt to prison. 


ot 
the 


hen the Russians came 


u“ 

be Later, when the Russians came in, they 
hagpared to release the prisoners. But the 
yoors thanked them, and declined. ‘We 
Ra .to prison, not because we are pro- 
, Ssian, but because we are for Christ, and 
wit slaughter. If we are released we 
Ry Still preach as we did before.’ The 
Ssians left them in jail. 


a 
yi Many will thank God for their trust in 
Inyay2y of dealing with oppressors and 
yaders, These men saw deeper into the 
of Christ than did many honoured 
ieaders. They count it no more 
& to kill little Boris, on the other side 
e . town, because his father happens to 
on i murderer, than to bomb little Boris, 
ie’ Other side of the border, because his 
Ons happen to be ruthless aggressors. 
we Such ‘hearts creative’ can lead us 
O88 ‘the human rift.’” 


m WRI Headquarters is endeavouring to 


_f SERTO RICO: There is an acute short- 
Dog of beds for TB patients in this U.S. 
f¢, °Ssion. Relief workers have begun an 
hocctional programme on TB to create 
Te interest in the care of the patients. 


USA: Madeleine Carroll, film actress, 
Pattly quit her role in “Goodbye, My 
fy" because, she said, the local theatre 


len Years Ago 


From “Peace News, January 19, 1940 
tayo discussing the ‘essential signifi- 
ind .,.Of this war it is as well to keep in 
ted. the events which immediately  pre- 
The British pledge to Poland, for 
fe, tg sumetimes forgotten now. 


Genet us remember, then, that on January 3, 
405.0% Sikorshi, who is recognised by the 
“6 &s the new Polish Premier, declared: 
Polann of the principal reasons for 
‘Onabp. defeat in September was unques- 
¥e ime! the then existing governmental 
Mion > unanimously condemned by the 


A 
loin conespondent asks how Mr, Chamber- 
wy Rin.” to give a pledge for Britain to go 
“Nan; r. a government which was 
Nously-tondemned by the nation.” 


German people are told that Britain 
art tim or victory. They remember the 
ma 4 the Allies’ victory meant starva- 
“hg. 4, “undreds of thousands of Ger- 
ti’ hen “at tt meant the Versailles Treaty. 
tHe a rtish leaders now say that this 
plory 248t peace will follow the Allied 
emed. tke German people are not im- 
mee’ Our statesmen made very simi- 
€s last time. And they make no 
er er, no gesture, that would lead 

{Nn people to believe them this time. 


—The Plain Man 


| reports the Gospel Messenger. 


FINNISH CHURCH LEADERS WHO: 


WERE GAOLED 


‘Bibles before bullets’ said 300 


OW 300 Finnish Pastors and church leaders refused to support the 
Finnish war with Russia in 1939 and went to prison in 1940 because 
“put their faith in God, not guns,” 


i News of their resistance first came in a letter to the War Resisters’ 
Mernational headquarters from a member in Bhamo, Burma, who re- 
ntly met a Finnish missionary, Tynne Vatanen who had returned to 


with of the men 


i 
TWO MONTHS BEFORE HIROSHIMA 
U.S. GOVT. WAS TOLD— 


Drop 
on desert island 


Before the first atom bomb was dropped 
on Hiroshima a Committee was set up in 
the USA to report to the U.S. Secretary 
of War on the bomb’s social and political 
implications. 

In June 1945 the Committee reported, 
a fact of which few people are aware. 
The following extracts from their report 
—issued two months before the greatest 
atrocity of World War II took place— 
are not without significance in the light 
of recent developments. 


" R USSIA and even allied countries which 

bear less mistrust of our ways and 
intentions, as well as neutral countries, 
may be deeply shocked by this step. It 
may well be difficult to persuade the world 
that a nation which was capable of secretly 
preparing and suddenly releasing a new 
weapon as indiscriminate as the rocket 
bomb and a thousand times more destruc- 
tive, is to be trusted in its proclaimed desire 
of having such weapons abolished by inter- 
national agreement. ... 


“The military advantages and the saving 
of American lives achieved by the sudden 
use of atomic bombs against Japan may be 
outweighed by a wave of horror and revul- 
sion sweeping over the rest of the world.... 


“From this point of view, a demonstra- 
tion of the new weapon might be made 
before the eyes of all the United Nations 
on the desert or a barren island... . £ After 
such a demonstration 
perhaps be used against Japan if the 
sanction of the United Nations (and public 
opinion at home) was obtained after a 
preliminary ultimatum to Japan to 
surrender, . . . 


“We believe that these considerations 
make the use of nuclear bombs for an 
early attack against Japan inadvisable. 
the United States were to be the first to 
release this new means of indiscriminate 
destruction of mankind, she would sacrifice 
public support throughout the world, pre- 
cipitate the race for armaments, and 
prejudice the possibility of reaching an 
international agreement on the future 
control of such weapons.” 


make contact 
concerned. 


some 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


in Washington, DC, violated its promise 
me would be no racial segregation. 
—WP. 


MEXICO: The Archbishop of York, Dr. 
Cyril Garbett, refused to visit the country 
after learning that clerical cloth cannot 
legally be worn in public. 


TURKEY: The establishment of an inter- 
national agency to buy and sell all the 
world’s opium supplies was recommended on 
Dec. 7, by four important opium-producing 
countries. The four nations—India, Iran, 
Turkey and Yugoslavia—are meeting at 
Ankara (Turkey) as a committee of the 
UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs. The 
unprecedented project would give the new 
international agency exclusive rights to 
buy opium from producing countries. The 
agency would be established within the UN 
framework as a non-profit corporation with 
commercial functions. 


CHINA: Most Chinese die before they 
are thirty years old, says Dr, Leo Eloesser 
in a report to the International Children’s 
Emergency Fund. 


GERMANY: To back his argument that 
a new German Army would be much 
cheaper than the Allied occupation army 
on which Germany relies for her defence, 
Dr. Alfred Hartmann, Finance Under- 
Secretary, said that the 100,000-strong 
army without officers which the Weimar 
Republic formed after World War I cost 
£40,000,000 while he estimated the Allied 
occupation to cost £375 million in 1950. 


USA: Eight babies have died from mal- 
nutrition in a migrant workers’ camp in 
the San Joaquin Valley. Social and health 
agencies reported a workers’ camp made 
of packing-box huts with six to eight people 
living in each house, with insufficient sani- 
tary facilities and with unkempt children, 


atom bomb, 


the weapon might | 


If | 


Marchez, 


NEW variation on the 


game of ‘“ cat and mouse ” 
has been thought up by the 
French Government. 

Reluctant to sentence conscientious 
objector Cesar Bugany to a fourth 
term of imprisonment at Cherche- 
Midi, still more reluctant to recognise 
the legality of his objection, they have 
hit on the expedient of depriving him 
of his French citizenship. This step—~— 
explained the Ministry of National 
Defence to a recent delegation led by 
Pastor Theiss—would secure his re- 
lease from jail. What it would not 
secure, of course, is the right of con- 
scientious objection in France. 

And—comments the French paper, 
Citoyen du Monde— 


means that Bugany 
will be deprived of 
his identity and 
means of livelihood. 

Nor is there any 
indication at  pre- 
sent of such a possibility, in spite of 
a strong appeal to the National 
Assembly by Henri Marcais on behalf 
of the World Government movement. 
Taking advantage of the recent visit 
to Paris of world-citizen Lord Boyd 
Orr, Margais urged legislation to elect 
representatives to the Constituent 
Peoples’ Assembly, citing the example 
of the State of Tennessee which has 
already passed this measure and will 
send three delegates to the Assembly 
in August 1950. 


Peace-troopers 


N Brussels, meanwhile, the 
idea of non-violence takes 
shape with the recent formation 
of a group of Non-Violent Com- 
mandos under the leadership of 
Antoine Allard. 
Its manifesto, published in Citoyen 


du Monde, includes the following 
points :— 

1. Absolute Non-Violence: “In the 

atomic age, we must learn to de- 


tend justice without recourse to 
arms.” 


2. Security Zones: In the event of 
war, Bruges to be declared a 

| safety-zone for children and the 
infirm. 

3. D.P.s: The first “ world citizens.” 
Let them be treated as such. 


4. Science: Invention must be de 
fended against political misuse 
and the best minds harnessed for 
the service of mankind. 


Subscriptions paid to the group are 
used to provide holidays for Displaced 
Persons and other needy children. 
Enquiries to: Commando Non-Violent, 
16 Grand Place, Brussels.  , 


| Holidays with Play 


ORE good news for child- 

ren comes from the Aus- 
trian Children Reception Com- 
mittee. 


A scheme which started after the 
war as a relief measure to provide 
hospitality in British families for Aus- 
trian children in distress, is now ex- 
tended to cover reciprocal recupera- 
tive visits between the two countries. 

Already, 50 British schoolchildren 
have benefited by a six-week’s stay in 
the beautiful Austrian Lake District 
at the Grundlsee Youth Hostel. 

The story of this “ passport to 
health” is told in an attractive pam- 
phlet reprinted for the Committee 
from the Lancashire Evening Post— 
for it was the people of Preston and 
Liverpool, along with Halifax and 
Dover, who had responded most warm- 
ly to the original appeal for Austrian 
children and who were the first to re- 
ceive reciprocal invitations. 

It is hoped during 1950 to place 
at least 300 needy Austrian children 
as guests in British families, and 
local “ Austrian Children Reception 
Committees ” are to be organised in 
25 towns; in addition, about ten towns 
will be approached to select deserving 
candidates for free holidays’ in 
Austria. There will also be “ inter- 
school” exchange schemes, and it will 
be possible to arrange for the indivi- 
dual reception of particular children 
} where desired. 


All these beneficent plans cost 
money, of course, and offers of help 
will be welgemed by the Reception 
Committee (Liaison Officer, Stormont 
Murray, 276 Hugbenden Road, High 
Wycombe, Bucks). 


Five-year record 


N a wider sphere, “Adventure 
in Peace Making” 
Youth Friendship League, 


(World 
7, 


PARADE 


January 20, 1950, PEACE NEWS—3 


Citoyens! 


Durham Avenue, Woodford 
Green, Essex, price 2d.) brings 
news of the growth of the 
WYFL, founded in 1945 by 
Pastor Arthur Bird. 

This work first started as a result 
of a visit to Germany in 1936. Now 
Germany has her own flourishing 
branch of the League, organised by 
ex-soldier Werner Hocker, journalist 
and broadcaster, and activities have 
included an international camp in 
Westphalia in 1948. It is encouraging 
to note that a WYFL Club is func- 
tioning in the Russian zone, and also 
in Hungary. 

Arthur Bird has given up his pas- 
torship to devote all his time to the 
League and it maga- 


i enceias pore zine, International 
3 4 . 
pared to recognise oe vitiew: ea 
an alternative World yas er y)s ich 
Citizenship, this edits. e 

is founded on a 


Christian basis and 
works for a united, 
interdenomi- 
national World 
Church. It is hoped 

to establish 
shortly a “‘ World Friendship House” 
in London where orphans and other 
war-victims may spend a year’s holi- 
day in Britain. 


Matters of Conscience 


AN has a right to refuse 
to serve the State if his 


conscience so dictates. 

So declares Bishop Otto Dibelius of 
Berlin, head of the German Evan- 
gelical Church, in a recent pamphlet 
which affirms that the Christian gos- 
pel is not concerned with the State, 
but rather “with man and the com- 
munity of men in brotherly love and 
obedience to God.” 

“There is nothing metaphysical and 
nothing holy about the modern State,” 
he writes. “It is a mechanism, a 
business firm, and does not resemble 
in any way the eternal values of 
family, nation or church. Therefore, 
man has a right, in certain cases, 
when Christian duty permits him, to 
refuse to serve the State.” 

In America, meanwhile, democracy 
relegates to “second-class citizenship” 
the 8,000 war-time COs who were im- 
prisoned out of compulsion of con- 
science. Unless amnesty is granted to 
these men—reports the New York 
Times—their conviction ranks them as 
felons for life, thereby depriving them 
in many States of the right to vote or 
to enter professions. Two years ago 
such pardon was granted by Mr. Tru- 
man to 1,523 objectors, and the Cen- 
tral Committee for Conscientious Ob- 
jectors is now pressing for a general 
amnesty. 

But young America refuses to be in- 
timidated by this threat, and under 
the 1948 draft law according to the 
National Service Board for Religious 
Objectors, classification as COs has 
been granted to 8,397 men. 


Building for Peace 


ISSIONARIES in China 
have appealed for a new 

type of recruit. They need men 
and women with prceductive 
skills, who can make a contribu- 
tion with their hands to the 
community in which they live. 


In Japan, one missionary at least 
has already started his work of re- 
construction. After two years’ im- 
prisonment follawing the terrible Doo- 
little fire-raid on ‘Tokyo, ex - raider 
Jacob Deshazer studied his Bible and 
decided that the right way to overcome 
people was to do good to them. So he 
has returned voluntarily to Japan— 
as a missionary. And backing him in 
his task, with money and support, are 
his old comrades the Doolittle raiders. 

The plight of the Arab refugees in 
South Palestine is to some extent miti- 
gated by the efforts of Quaker relief 
workers, _ reports the American 
Friends’ Service Committee. They 
are aiding in the maintenance of 
three hospitals and seven clinics, 
carrying out a widespread sanitation 
programme, and ensuring a germ-free 
water supply for the refugees and the 
50,000 residents. 

And in Denmark, following up their 
relief work abroad, members of the 


War Resisters’ International have 
started a school for international 
friendship in which students and 


teachers from Austria and Germany 
have been received. In 1950, other 
nationals will be invited to join the 


study circles to consider international 
relationships. 


Roll on, World! 


BY these and other efforts for re- 

construction, reconciliation and 
re-creation, the world will keep on 
rolling to complete its second half- 


century. 
MARGARET TIMS 


4J—PEACE NEWS, January 20, 1950 


Salter of 
Bermondsey 


By HARRY F. MISTER 


Bermondsey Story—the life of Dr. Alfred 
Salter, by Fenner Brockway. Jacket and 
end papers designed by Arthur Wragg, 
published by Allen and Unwin Ltd., for 
the Bermondsey Independent Labour 
Party. 246pp. 15s. 


HIS is in the true sense a heroic 

story, and confirms Dr. Salter’s 
place among the foremost Christian 
revolutionaries of this century. 


With Dick Sheppard and George Lans- 
bury he plaved a leading role in the great 
peace campaigns of 1935 to 1939, and 
although he never quite shared his col- 
leagues national popularity “ his speeches 
provided tne detailed factual case their’s 
sometimes lacked. 


He was cisely associated with George 
Lansbury in his “‘ Embassies of Reconcilia- 
tion” to the European leaders, all of whom, 
we are reminded, agreed to attend the new 
Peace Conference which President Roose- 
velt was willing tu convene. But the British 
Foreign Office was obstructive, Baldwin de- 
clined to discuss the matter with Lansbury 
and the tragic drift to 1939 went on. 


Salter did so much, and is so faithfully 
and fervently recorded by Fenner Brock- 
way, that no short notice can convey the 
exhilaration and admiration his life evokes. 


From a deeply religious middle-class home 
in S.E. London he learned early in life of 
the dismal squalor in which Bermondsey 
dock and factory workers lived—and pre- 
maturely died. 


AN OUTSTANDING STUDENT 


Street corner evangelist at 16, soon to 
become a revolutionary socialist and agnos- 
tic, with a deep love of the country-side, a 
tremendous sense of fun but little appre- 
ciation of the.arts, he felt a definite 
“call” to a medical career, becoming a 
student of outstanding brilliance at Guy's. 


His brilliant research work at the Lister 
Institute brought him the offer of the post 
of bacteriologist at Charing Cross Hospital, 
and the promise of a distinguished career. 


But Bermondsey was on his conscience. 
«, . his sense of a mission pulled at him: 
these folk in Bermondsey slums who never 
had a chance in life; these mothers whom he 
had attended at childbirth in damp and 
cramped rooms without water supply; these 
children who, if they lived through infancy, 
were dwarfed in body and stunted in min 
by the conditions of their existence .. . 
That was the stronger pull. There was 
no hesitation in his choice, and to his great 
joy his fiancée Ada, showed no less doubt. 
He turned down “success.” He put aside 
the prospect of assured eminence and a life 
of comparative ease and wealth to become 
a 6d.-a-visit doctor in the Bermondsey 
slums. 


At the Settlement he had regained an in- 
tellectually satisfying Christian faith and 
showed his shrewd abilities in the financial 


and organising fields by pioneering a sick- 


benefit society. And here too he met Ada, 
his wife, no less devoted, no less dis- 
tinguished in her saintly record of public 
service. 


From the surgery in Stork Road _ they 
launched political and social revolution in 
this forgotten backwater of decay and 
disease. Once again easy success through 
early-gained influence in the then all- 
powerful Liberal Party was sacrificed to 
pioneer the militant pacifist socialism of 
which the ILP was then the spearhead. 


DR. ALFRED SALTER 


In 14 years Alfred Salter and his en- 
thusiastic collaborators had gained control 
of every aspect of the Borough’s civic life. 
Rermondsey with its tree-lined streets and 
flower gardens, its model Health Centre, 
garden village re-housing, its magnificent 
baths and libraries became the model on 
which much of the Labour Party’s social 
programme was based, and to which visi- 
tors came from all over the world. 


These multifarious achievements were but 
one facet of his work. A lifelong cam- 
paigner for total abstinence on both medical 
and moral grounds, founder of the Socialist 
Medical Association and practising physi- 
cian with an immense panel, he never the- 
less will be best remembered for his work 
for peace. 


In his student days he vigorously opposed 
the Boer War. His pacifist declaration 
during 1914-18 was translated and read all 
over the world, not least in Germany. He 
became chairman of the No _ Coscription 
Fellowship and his many services for COs 
included the establishing of a recuperative 
eentre for those suffering after long prison 
sentences. Herbert Morrison, Charles (now 
Lord) Ammon, Charles Dukes (the late 
Lord Dukeston), George Benson (now MP) 
were among the many COs he helped. 


In the inter-war years no one exerted a 
greater influence for peace within the 
Labour movement than he. But for his un- 
compromising stand he would undoubtedly 
have achieved high Ministerial office in the 
Labour Governments. 


WITH THE PPU 


The extraordinary response to Dick 
Sheppard’s Peace Pledge appeal renewed 
Salter’s hopes of a Christian lead for peace. 
From its inception he threw himself whole- 
heartedly into its work, and was sponsor, 
member of National Council and Treasurer 
(with James Hudson) in turn. The PPU’s 
Bermondsey branch numbered over a hun- 
dred at every meeting! 


He never believed war would come again 
and was deeply distressed in spirit, and a 
sick man, in 1939. But once again he cam- 
paigned unremittingly for a negotiated 
peace, used al] his influence to gain CO 
rights and in a memorable last speech to 
the Commons in 1941 he re-affirmed his un- 
daunted Christian pacifist convictions. 


His beloved Bermondsey was_ shattered, 
most of his comrades on the Council re- 
nounced their pacifism and_ profoundly 
shocked him by excluding COs from civic 
employment, his home was destroyed, 
George Lansbury his close and deeply ad- 
mired friend, and then Ada his wife, died. 


Yet the destruction of so much of his 
life’s achievements seemed only to deepen 
his Quaker faith, Christ had gone to Cal- 
vary, could he do less? His final gesture, 
before the illness which closed his public 
life, was to join hundreds of other pacifists 


in a two day fast in sympathy with the | 


thousands doomed to starve in war-torn 


Europe. 


This story of a pacifist saint is the his- 
tory of pacifism and socialism in the last 
50 years.. It points the way and gives the 
inspiration for those who follow after. 


SOUTH 


By Mosa 


HE December issue of Race 

Relations, the organ of the 
South African Institute of Race 
Relations,* is devoted to the tragic 
riots which took place in Durban, in 
January, 1949. 


These riots, though ostensibly directed 
against the Indian section of the population, 
were in the view of many responsible wit- 
nesses, who gave evidence before a Com- 
mission of Enquiry, symptoms of the wide 
and dangerous tension and_ sense of 
grievance among the Africans. 


The two articles which constitute this 
issue of the journal both express this view, 
and seek to lay bare the grievances and 
suggest solutions. A dark outlook emeryes 
and the only ray of hope is in the apparent 
realisation among leading South Africans 
of the need for fundamental remedies. 


The immediate cause of the riot was a 
quarrel between an Indian and an African 
boy of 14, which ended in the African’s head 
accidentally crashing through a glass win- 
dow, causing the blood to flow. The Afri- 
cans around, seeing this, lost their heads 
and in the words of the Commission which 
was set up, “went berserk and attacked 
every Indian withjn sight.” In one street 
according to a witness, “ homes were burnt 
by the score ...and almost all the Indians 
not evacuated from the area were either 
killed, burnt to death, or left dying.” 


SIGN OF SOCIAL DISEASE 


Maurice Webb, a former President of the 
Institute of Race Relations, writing on 
“The Riots and After,” refers to the con- 
sidered evidence given by various influen- 
tial bodies including a joint deputation of 
the local Christian Churches, led by Roman 
Catholic and Anglican Bishops. These 
authorities agreed in regarding the riots as 
“a serious and tragic sign of social disease.” 
They pointed to poverty, lack of homes and 
houses, inadequate transport, lack of oppor- 
tunity for the satisfaction of ambition, as 
“among the underlying causes of serious 
social unrest.” 


Maurice Webb maintains that the riots 
“were a terrible tragedy of deep signifi- 
cance, for they epitomised in one place and 
at one time the bitter racial hatred that is 
the dominant fact of South African life 
everywhere.” 


If this tragedy had led, as true tragedy 
does, through pity and terror, to purifica- 
tion, all might not have been in vain. If the 
death and loss, suffering and anguish, had 
enabled the Commission to interpret the 
tragedy to South Africa’s good, some ad- 
vance might have been hoped for. The 
Commission failed, however, to see the 
underlying causes, and the situation today 
is more dangerous than before. 


HOW TO END THE TENSION 


_ Maurice Webb’s solution for the exist- 
ing tension is the easing of the burden of 
poverty, a long term policy of education, 
training and occupational opportunity, and 
abolition of racial discrimination. He 
writes, criticising by implication the whole 
policy of Apartheid: 


“ Exclusion from franchise, from member- 
ship of legislative bodivs and administra- 
tive posts, necessarily leads to a sense of 
grievance: it also excludes from 
responsibility.” 


In another article in the same issue, Ken- 
neth Kirkwood, a Lecturer in Natal Uni- 
versity, also deplores the failure of the 
Commission to realise the serious uwnderly- 
ing causes of racial tension—the deplorable 


* South African Institute of Race Relations, 
PO Box 97, Johannesburg, S.A. 


FAITH AND PEACE 


The Unity of Being, by Esme Wynne-Tyson. 
Andrew Dakers Ltd., 8s. 6d. 


HEN I was a child we were kept very 

much to the straight and narrow path 
of our own denomination. When, some 
years later, I left the Church, a pained 
minister called and tried to make me change 
my mind. In vain did I try to explain that 
I was not leaving because I had given up 
religion, but in order to find one. He did 
not understand. 


To have been able to read such a book 
as “The Unity of Being,” by Esmé Wynne 
Tyson at this lonely period would have been 
a great help. 


Aldous Huxley in “ The Perennial Philo- 
sophy ” says that in selecting material he 
went almost always to sources other than 
the Bible because “familiarity with tradi- 
tionally hallowed writings tends to breed 
not indeed contempt but something which, 
for practical purposes, is almost as bad— 
namely a kind of reverential insensibility, 
a stupor of the spirit, an inward deafness 


to the meaning of the sacred words.” 


He was wise. Miss Wynne-Tyson is 
equally wise in writing for those who feel 
they understand and accept Christianity, 


. but, being dissatisfied with the Churches’ 


interpretation of it, are willing to think it 
out afresh in relation to the other great 
religions of the world, and see the basic 


- unity of belief which underlies them all. 


“The Mind of Christ,” she says, “ whether 
manifested by Jesus of Nazareth, Gautama 
Buddha, Lao Tse, or any other adept, is that 
state of absolute four-dimensional, perfect 
knowing of the Truth, which Jesus ex- 
pressly stated would set us free from the 
illusions of ignorance or imperfect under- 
standing.” Pe 


Pacifists will find much to ponder over 
in her final chapters “ Love in action,” for 
whatever religion we profess or deny we 
dare not ignore the teachings of the seers 
and mystics of all faiths in every race and 
age, for the peace of the world depends on 
an understanding of them. All too often 
Western Christians see only the corruption 
in the older religions. But it should not 
be difficult to imagine a sincere Buddhist 
in Hiroshima seeing only corruption in 
Christianity! 

The very need for a pacifist movement 
is a sign of how far the Churches have 
strayed from the teaching of Christ. 

But in our critjcism of the Christian 
Churches we pacifists must remember also 
our own failure. The world is sick men- 
tally, spiritually and even physically. We 
are a part of that world, and there is a 
great field of work here for pacifists who 
feel a vocation to train themselves as 
spiritual healers. 

We are over anxious to stop a third world 
war but often our very anxiety unfits us to 
be the healers we must be if we are to 


bring peace on earth. But, as Miss Wynne- 
Tyson says, “ when men’s desire to establish 
the reign of Love on earth becomes as 
urgent and single-minded as that of the 
modern political fanatic to establish his 
chosen ideology, no power on earth will be 
able to withstand that irresistable expres- 
sion of His will. For below all surface dif- 
ferences, all lesser loyalties, the supreme 
urge, the chief desire of humanity, is to 
love. It is the fundamental nature, the in- 
escapable destiny of the sons and daughters 
of the God who is Love.” 


% 


The young conscientious objector who 
feels unready to be precipitated into for- 
mulating his religious reasons for refusing 
to take part in any war should find “The 
Unity of Being” a helpful guide. Perhaps 
the religious commission of the recent Steps 
to Peace Conference would include this book 
in a list which their groups might study. 

But valuable as books are they can never 
replace personal guidance for the young 
and uninitiated. 

In addition to the much needed help the 
PPU has given to conscientious objectors 
on points of law, etc., a group of spiritual 
leaders from all faiths is needed to whom 
lonely and perplexed questers for Truth 
can turn and be sure of finding that help 
and strength they : zek. 
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FROM THE CONSTITUENCIES 


Newcastle 


THE Newcastle War Resisters’ Group 

are actively supporting Fred Barton’s 
campaign and additional assistance from 
the Area will be most welcome. 

The candidate, who is a member of the 
Peace Pledge Union, writes: 

““We, the pacifists, socialists, and peace 
forces in Newcastle Central have embarked 
upon this General Election as a Peace 
Adventure. 


“We gladly take the opportunity of 
fighting in a way we find possible, the Con- 
servative and Labour Parties, both of 
which have proved by their actions that 
they cannot see beyond the policy ‘ Peace 
can be enforced by the building up of 
strong military forces.” 


“We now find from experience of the 
last five years of Labour rule that this 
working-class party which came to power 
with so much goodwill from all who stand 
for peace has followed the old Tory line 
of ‘ Might is right,’ and has carried out a 
policy of conscription going against all 
that its founders stood for. 

“Under these circumstances therefore 
we appeal to the electors of Newcastle 
Central to vote for a candidate who stands 
for peace by total disarmament, and for a 
United States of Socialist Europe relying 
for its authority on the justice of its actions 
and not upon the strength of its armies. 

“We make this call conscious of the 
loyalty which has been given to the Labour 
Party, but in the knowledge that it has 
forfeited the loyalty of all lovers of peace 
by its actions whilst in power.” 


JAPAN JOURNEY—11 


HIROSHIMA 


E worked six hours a day, five 

days a week, on our houses. 
On Saturday we worked until noon 
and then went swimming. 


So far, we have not missed a day, al- 
though as is usually my luck, we laid tile 
in the rain. Fortunately summer rain in 
lliroshima is warm and although it does not 
cool the air as we would like, it also does 
not chill you as at home in Seattle. 


It is a mile-and-a-half from our hostel 
to the job and much farther by street car, 
so we walk. That takes another hour each 
day. Usually on the way down we stop at 
the little saw-mill where we buy our lumber 
and wheel a load over by hand cart. The 
mill is a half mile from the houses but it 
is all level or down hill except up_to the 
hump of the bridge across the Loa river. 


We have hauled all our lumber this way 
and the natives get quite a kick out of see- 
ing Americans pulling a hand cart with a 
heavy load of lumber on it. 


The lumber is good and cheaper than at 
home, although still too costly for the 
Japanese to use freely. Perhaps that is 
why the supply seems to be ample. It is 
cut by eye on a very crude mill and the only 
standard piece is the 34 x 34 framing timber 
and that is only approximate. 


At noon we have “QObento” Japanese 
style which is rice and vegetables with tea, 
but we top it off with the luxury of a can 
of fruit which we share with the Japanese 
workers. (We then throw the can under 
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Lewisham 


rom COLYER, who will be opposing 

Herbert Morrison, Labour, and also a 
Conservative and Communist candidate 
writes: 

“TI am very grateful for the hospitality 
of the columns of Peace News to make an 
appeal to all PPU members to support my 
candidature in South Lewisham as ILP 
candidate. 


“On opposition to war, I have a clean 
record. 


“Labelled a ‘pro-Boer’ in my adoles- 
cence during the Boer War; throwing up 
my job in the Civil Service in 1915 rather 
than be involved in the tricky manoeuvre 
by the Government of the time to introduce 
military conscription; active opposition to 
the Government in World War H, involving 
propaganda and organising work on the 
National Executive of the No Conscription 
League and also resignation from the 
Labour Party which I had served as a 
Candidate in the General Election of 1931 
and 1935 in the Chislehurst Division, where 
I was again the prospective Candidate at 
the time of my resignation. 


“Iam unalterably opposed on principle to 
military conscription. 


“JT should make clear the fact that the 
South Lewisham contest will be a struggle 
for Libertarian Socialism. The ILP view is 
that international war is one of the symp- 
toms of the competitive economic organisa- 
tion of society. War can be abolished only 
by dealing drastically with its social and 
economic causes.” 


By Floyd Schmoe 


WORKING DAY 


! : 
AS a gesture of international friend- 
? ship, a party of Americans led by 
Professor Floyd Schmoe of the Amert- 
can FoR, is visiting Japan on a project 
to help build houses for some of the 
innocent victims of the war. The cost 
is contributed by interested Americans 
and the scheme is under the care of the 
Japan Yearly Meeting of Friends. 


the house so they will know Americans 
worked here. Empty tin cans are the 
“tracks”? Americans leave wherever they 
go around the world). 


At 3.80 we pick up our tools, gather a 
sack of shavings and wood scraps for the 
bath fire and bid the Japanese “ dikuson ” 
(the Japanese carpenter who directs our 
work) sayonara. He works eight hours and 
seven days a week. 


The girls in our party take turns keeping 
house, one each day, so our laundry is done 
and the Japanese bath is hot when we get 
home. It is good to stretch out with nothing 
on but a pair of shorts for an hour before 
supper and relax a bit. The days are 
beastly hot even when it rains. 


The ather fellows take turns at washing 
the dishes and burying the garbage in the 
garden but since I need my evenings for 
bookkeeping and writing I do my share by 
getting up early and getting breakfast each 
morning. My corn fritters and hot cakes 
are hecoming famous all over Hiroshima. 


(To be continued) 
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Westhoughton 


HYS DAVIES has represented this divi- 

sion continuously since 1921. Though 
there is no reason to anticipate that the 
constituency will desire to be represented 
by anyone else in the new Parliament, noth- 
ing can be taken for granted. Pacifists 
have an opportunity of showing in a prac- 
tical form their appreciation both of the 
stand which Rhys Davies has always taken 
in the Commons and of the help he so 
often and willingly gives to the PPU. This 
can be shown both by way of financial sup- 
port and offers for help with the canvassing 
and other work necessary. S.M,. 


UP AND DOING 


SELLING propaganda newspapers 

is the job of propagandists. Paci- 
fists dare not sit back and say “No 
need to slog away with Peace News 
now. Everyone who wants it can order 
from their newsagent—and it’s the 
paper shop’s job anyway—not ours” 
This is literally disastrous for Peace 
News. Of course we want regular 
readers to buy from shops and get them 
to display PN, but we’ve got to have a 
legion of sellers, devoted especially to 
our sales, just as the dailies have their 
boys on every corner. 


The editorial staff of two-and-a-half 
people are working almost day and 
night to put out a really interesting 
and vital witness for peace, not just for 
you to read, but for you to use in 
spreading pacifism. 


When PN first began many readers 
sold 50 copies a week amongst their 
friends in churches, political parties 
and other organisations. Some still do. 
The newsagent won’t do this job. 


Every reader could sell at least six 
copies a week, these will be supplied at 
trade rates, a montly account allowed 
and publicity material and posters sup- 
plied free. Write for them now. 

How many extra copies can you use 
of our Feb. 3, eight-page, No Conscrip-. 
tion Week number ? Details next 
week, H.F.M. 
Last week’s circulation: 9,500 


FoR Youth Conference 
“ PEOPLE and Nations,” is the subject of 


the Youth Holiday Conference to be 
held at Buxton, Derbyshire, from April 6-11 
by the Fellowship of Reconciliation. The 
average cost is £3 but young people are 
urged to come even if they cannot pay the 
full conference fee. A Summer conference 
from Aug. 5-12 will be held at The School, 
Malvern Link. — Subject: “ Crossing 
Frontiers.” An illustrated leaflet is avail- 
able from the FoR, 38 Gordon Sa., W.C.1, 
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Conscription and 
the Election 


By ROGER PAGE 


Secretary, No Conscription Council 


Bis page news in this column 
last week—that the No Con- 
scription Council is to hold a No 
Conscription Week—was affected by 


MAKE THIS NUMBER 
50 BY FEB. 4 


(see below) 


the front page news which burst into 
all the papers a few days later: that 
the Election is to be on Feb, 23. 


Our “ Week” (Feb. 4 to 11) comes right 
into the thick of things and there are 
directly opposite views as to whether or not 
this is helpful. A special Executive meet- 
ing of the NCC was summoned and after 
earnest deliberations we decided to go ahead 
with our plans for the week, as well as try- 
ing to bring conscription into the Election 
discussions. 

Only one major difference has been made. 
With some reluctance we have decided not 
to proceed with the public meeting planned 
for Feb. 11; those MPs who were to speak 
cannot, of course, leave their constituencies 
at-such a time. But this is only a post- 
ponement; we intend to hold a meeting on 
April 1, with speakers from the new 
Parliament. 

The other big meeting will 
planned. we realise that a ris 
taken; that we may be disappointed in the 
attendance, but it did not seem right to 
drop the arrangement, as all the speakers 
are still available. We specially appeal to 
every anti-conscriptionist within easy reach 
of Holborn Hall to be with us on Feb 7. 
(For details, please see the Diary). 

We also ask for help in publicising the 


roceed as 
meeting. Please apply for handbills and 


is being 


posters. 
We also appeal most earnestly for your 


_help in bringing conscription within the 


Election discussions. Ask your local 
candidates about it, either privately or at 
their public meetings. If you can't do that, 
then write to them. Write also to your 
Get some free literature 
ings. Let me know of anything I can do to 
help: I will (within reason!) come any- 
where, do anything. 

_, Don’t feel quite hopeless about it! But 
if you convince yourself that you can't affect 
the issue at this Election, please remember 
that the world won’t end on Feb. 23. 

The “ Week” will open on Feb. 4-with a 
poster parade through the West End of 
London, leaving Dick Sheppard House, 6 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1., at 10.30 a.m. 

Volunteers for this demonstration should 
send their names to one of the co-operating 
organisations listed below. The total num- 
ber of names received will be published at 
the top of this column each week. 

Eden Peacock, Hon. Sec., London Branch 

ree la Council, 44 Millbank, 


Leslie Tarlton, Secretary, London Union, 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, 38 Gor- 
don Sauare, W.C.1, 

Molly Barlex, Hon. Organiser, London 
Area, Peace Pledge Union, 219 Croydon 

Road, Beckenham, Kent. 


ELECTION PAMPHLETS 


PN Series PACIFISTS and the ELECTION 
No. 2. Out next week 


Party or ? 
by 
AUDREY JUPP 


(Council member Labour Pacifist Fellowship, 
Secretary, Union of Democratic Control) 


The Case for Pacifiats voting Labour 
% 
No. 1. Vote ‘ Anti-War’! 


Peace or Party 
b 
FRANK HANCOCK 


(*No More War” Socialist Candidate for 
East Woolwich) 
Each 2d, (postage Id, extra) 
* 


And for the basic issues 


Rebuilding Britain 


and 


The Third Way 
WILFRED WELLOCK 


Each Is. (postage tid. extra) 
% 
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Numerous atyles and slogans--KREE 
LEAFLETS for FREE DISTRIBUTION 
PPU Eleetion Leaflet 


Atom ARP is Tragie Folly 
Your Questions Answered: 


Tmament 
The Alternative to War 
tem meteae, 2. ccc ce ok FREE 


(Send stamps for selection) 


PEACE NEWS PUBLICATIONS DEPT. 
3. Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
ee ee ee ee 


Letters to 


VEGETARIANS v. 


HERE may be people who, 

walking in the country, are 
seized with an urge to jump the 
hedge, smash the skull of a Jamb, dis- 
member it with hands and teeth and 
devour the flesh and blood. Only 
these can give “animal nature” as 
excuse for meat-eating; and I doubt 
that many of them would be pacifists. 


“Nature” that depends on the dissocia- 
tions and disguises of abattoirs, butchers’ 
shops and gas-cookers is not nature 
but habit: bad habit. The only sort of 
animal Marjorie Hamlyn might plausibly 
claim to be is a carrion-eater; and I doubt 
that she would derive much sense of 
superiority over the mere cannibal from 
that. But, as the Greek scholar in Major 
Barbara says to the lady who is going to 
read aloud from the prayer-book, “I can- 
not bear to hear you doing yourself such 
an injustice.” 

That vegetarianism and pacifism are in- 
terral is not disproved by two or three 
Biblical texts. There are plenty of good 
ones on the other side, to say nothing of 
monastic rule and practice. There is also 
the social fact of the Jainas, the significant 
witness of Shelley, Tolstoy, Thoreau and 
Gandhi and the biological testimony of such 
authorities as Fairfield Osborn, who re- 
cently wrote in Our Plundered Planet: 


The uncomfortable truth is that man, 
during innumerable past ages, has been 
a predator—a hunter, a meat-eater and 
a killer. The branching-of point in the 
evolution of man from that of the anthro- 
poid ape was marked by the development 
of living habits in the primitive ancestors 
of man which have proved far from an 
unmixed blessing for the human race. 
Man, at an, early stage, became a hunter 
and a killer while his nearest relatives 
in the animal world most similar to him 
physiologically remained vegetarians, and 
at no time, even to the present day, have 
depended upon the lives of other living 
creatures for their own survival. It 1s 
unlikely that all primitive human beings 
were predatory, and consequently it is 
probable that considerable groups of 
primitive people were plant and fruit 
eaters, especially those living in tropical 
or sub-tropical regions . But the explo- 
sive, dominant groups, which appear to 
have made the strongest impact on the 
course of human civilisation, particularly 
those living in the temperate zones, re- 
sorted in the earliest times to hunting, 
combat and killing.” 


From the myths of Eden and the Golden 
Age, and the teaching of Pythagoras on- 
wards, European civilisation has always 
known these truths about human nature 
and origin. Those who think meat-eating 
no hindrance to non-violence will have to 
produce grounds more relevant; and _ it 


can’t be done. 
ROY WALKER 
Cag LR sabes Road, 


reply to Marjorie Hamlyn (PN Jan. 
13), I-can only say that I have “cleared 
up my attitude” in 20 Tracts (a list of 
which is obtainable from the C. W. Daniel 
Co., Ltd., Ashingdon, Rochford, Essex, for 
the asking). Most of the these tracts con- 
tain radical challenging 
arguments. 
ALFRED HY. HAFFENDEN 
23 Moorcroft Drive, 
Green End, 

Manchester, 19. 

JN 


all my long experience of the strange 
arguments indulged in by non- 
veretarians in support of a flesh-diet, it is 
the first time that I have ever known the 
dictionary-distinction between the words 
* corpse” and “ carcase ” to be used in jus- 
tification of flesh-eating! But even here, 
Marjorie Hamlyn is in error, for this dis- 
tinction was not always made! Chambers 
excellent dictionary gives as the definition 
of “carcase’”’: “(a dead body or corpse, no 
longer used of human beings.” Bernard 
Shaw knew well enough what he was about 
when he described “cooked meat” as 
“ scorched corpses.” . ae 
But surely in this linguistic quibbling, 
Marjorie Hamlyn has evaded the real issup, 
namely that “ animals” are sentient beings. 
(many of them highly so) and that the pro- 
duction of “meat” for human consumption 
involves their being subjected to what 18 
alas only too often extreme suffering, not 
only in the slaughterhouse, but in all the 
miseries of transport, close confinement, 
“fattening” etc., which precede the final 


act. 
SYLVIA LLOYD 
Rickview, Buckland Wharf, 
nr. Aylesbury. 


Js it not significant that the animals that 
live on hay, corn, fruits, nuts and water 
—the horse, elephant, camel, cow, monkey 
(to name a few) are admittedly the most 
docile, intelligent and strong among _ sub- 
humans. . 
There is a growing belief that spiritual 
development is governed by man’s ability 
to live up to the thought that—“‘ New occa- 
sions teach new duties...” 


F. G. BLOCKLEY 
136 Letchworth Road, 
Western Park, 
Leicester. 


PIETETICALLY there is no case for it. 
Aesthetically it is revolting. Economi- 
cally it is relatively ruinous. 


it is degrading. 
WILL GREEN 
14 Leopold Street, 
3, 


thinking and 


Sociologically 


the Editor 


CARNIVORES 
S Marjorie Hamlyn, is going to 
bring a hornets’ nest of angry 


vegetarians about her meat-eating | 


head, may I, as a non-vegetarian 
pacifist myself, hasten to her 
support? 


I see no earthly reason why an objection 
to war as a means of settling inter- 
national disputes should preclude one from 
enjoying a nice steak, or any other form 
of beast or bird or animal flesh suitable for 
human consumption. The pacifist objection, 
I know, is to the slaughtering of beast and 
birds on the grounds of cruelty; but there 
is altogether too much sentimental identi- 
fying of animals and their alleged fears 
and emotions with those of human beings. 
J know that Gandhi’s vegetarianism will be 
cited, but his vegetarianism had as much to 
do with his Hinduism as his non-violence. 


As to the aesthetic objection I can only 
say that those who have never experienced 
the pleasure of a well-grilled steak or a 
lamb cutlet have missed one of the more 
exquisite and poetic joys of life. A steak 
minute, bien cuisse, can be a poem... 
which a piece of cheese and a wet lettuce 
leaf can never be. 


Finally, may I suggest that pacifists have 
quite enough to contend with, from the 
conventional point of view, merely by being 
anything so “odd” as pacifist that the 
more normal they can contrive to be in the 
matter of food and clothes the better for 
the business of pacifist propaganda? Paci- 
fists are all too commonly supposed to be 
bearded, sandal-wearing, eccentric cranks, 
subsisting on nuts and “ rabbits’ food”; 
what we want, for the purposes of conver- 
sion to pacifist ideas, are more beer and 
steak consuming pacifists. if we are to live 
down the reputation of “ cranks.” 

ETHEL MANNIN 


Oak Cotage, 
Burghley Road, London, S.W.19. 


Against Imperialism 


ATFAY I ask the interest of your readers 
4" in the Congress of Peoples Against 
Imperialism ? 1 am sure I need not em- 
phasise the close connections between 
Imperialism and peace, nor the fact that 
Imperialism itself is perhaps the severest 
form of military domination, But many of 
your readers may not’ know of the 
Congress, although it is now incontestably 
the most representative organisation in the 
world of the colonial peoples. 

The national democratic movements of 
nearly every African country both in the 
British and French colonies, are affiliated 
to it and also the Socialjst Parties of India, 
Ceylon and Viet-Nam. Among our British 
affiliations is the Peace Pledge Union, and 
J should like to express appreciation of the 
service of Dr. A. kK. Jameson, its represen- 
tative on the London Centre of the Congress. 


One very important issue for pacifist’s 
is arising. The main struggle against Im- 
perialism is now passing from Asia to 
Africa. How is it to be conducted ? 
Readers of Peace News will be interested to 
know that the Congress is now considering 
a proposal by UMMA, the 300,000 strong 
party responsible for the government (res- 
tricted in power) of the Sudan, that non- 
violent non-co-operation should be organised 
on the Indian model. 

I ask for the interest of your readers in 
two respects. First, frankly, like most good 
causes, we need money! We recently held 
an international conference which cost £750 
because of the heavy expense of far-distant 
delegations. We have raised £550, but ur- 
gently need the balance. Can individual 
readers or PPU groups help us ? 

Secondly, would PPU branches like to 
affiliate to the London Centre? Please 
address both your cheques and your en- 
quiries to the Treasurer-Secretarv, Swaraj 
House, 32 Percy Street, London, W.C.1. 
Thank you. 

FENNER BROCKWAY 
8 Hillside Gardens, 
N.6. 


Pacifist Meetings in London 


MPHE London Area Meeting (announced 
in The Diary on page 5) to discuss co- 
ordinated action in London and the personal 
difficulties involved in militant action is 
open to all London pacifists. Members. of 
the FoR, APF, and other pacifist organisa- 
tione and the Society of Friends are es- 
pecially invited. 
The PPU's National Steps to Peace 
meeting on Non-violence on the following 
Saturday (announced on page 1) is for PP 
members only as are the other Steps to 
Peace meetings announced in The Diary. 
Members of the PPU’s Social Order 
Commission, which is to meet on Feb. 4, 
are invited to put forward suggestions in 
writing if they are unable to be present. 
These should be sent to the Secretary, 
Simonette Bond, Marvcot, Thelnetham, 
Diss, Norfolk. 


If you intend to register as a CO 


write for help and advice to the 


Central Board for CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
6 Endsleigh Street - - = London, W.C.I 
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